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Population Growth in the World
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a source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2019). World Population Prospects 2019.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Population growth continues at the global level, but the rate of increase is slowing. And the world population could cease to growth around
 the end of the century.



Population Dynamics in West Africa

A-Population in West African countries, 2020 B-Share of population in west Africa, 2020
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Population Drivers in West Africa: Fertility

A-Live births per woman, 1950-2100 B-Live births per woman in West Africa, 2020
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C-Trend in Age Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR) per thousand women in West Africa, 1980-2050
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Fertility is the strongest determinant of
population growth

A stall in fertility which declined only by
0.77 over 2000-2020

Cabo Verde and Ghana have the lowest
fertility rate

Niger’s highest fertility rate is a growing
cause of concern

Countries continue to experience high
levels of adolescent fertility (15-19 years)

lelSTejleV:Nel|[elgl WWW.UNECA.org



Pop. Drivers in West Africa: Child mortality

A Fertility rate vs child mortality in West Africa, B Population growth vs child mortality in West
2020 Africa, 2020
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= Child mortality is a hindrance to low fertility rates in West Africa

= Under-five mortality rates exerts positive influence on population growth

=  Which starts by its positive correlation with total fertility rates
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		A Fertility rate vs child mortality in West Africa, 2020



		B Population growth vs child mortality in West Africa, 2020





		Source: ECA calculation based on World Population Prospects 2019
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Population growth

Population growth rate (percentage)	[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]
[PLAGECELL]

37.573999999999998	90.106999999999999	76.347999999999999	18.64	81.725999999999999	62.737000000000002	47.503	74.510999999999996	76.715000000000003	68.876000000000005	97.986000000000004	74.462000000000003	77.153999999999996	95.123000000000005	40.037999999999997	102.09399999999999	70.353999999999999	1.036	2.68	2.8119999999999998	1.0760000000000001	2.5339999999999998	2.8809999999999998	2.1150000000000002	2.7639999999999998	2.403	2.4009999999999998	2.9569999999999999	2.6819999999999999	3.7589999999999999	2.532	2.6880000000000002	2.0569999999999999	2.391	World	Benin	Burkina Faso	Cabo Verde	Côte d'Ivoire	Gambia	Ghana	Guinea	Guinea-Bissau	Liberia	Mali	Mauritania	Niger	Nigeria	Senegal	Sierra Leone	Togo	Under-five mortality





Population Drivers in West Africa: Age structure

Median age, 1950-2100
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Median age in West Africa, 2020
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Population growth vs Median age, 2020
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= Youth make up a large proportion of the
West African population with an average
median of 18 years

Young population is conducive to rapid
population growth due to large population
at the reproductive age

Low median age tends to increase fertility
rates
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		Total fertility rate vs Median age, 2020



		Population growth vs Median age, 2020
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Harnessing Demographic Dividend in West Africa
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Harnessing Demographic Dividend in West Africa

2017 the year of “Harnessing the Demographic Dividend Through Investments in
Youth”.

Demographic dividend : prospect for accelerated economic growth.

Need for guidance on specific actions that will help countries achieve the
dividend.

Pessimistic view about the capacity of West African countries to take advantage
of the demographic dividend.
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Demographic Dividend: Total dependency vs Economic Support Ratio

A-Annual total dependency ratio, 1950-2100
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C-Economic Support Ratio, West Africa

Economic Support Ratio for West Africa

e Nigeria == West Africa Excluding Nigeria
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= Based on total dependency ratio under 67
dependents per 100 population, DD will
start from year 2045 for many countries

Economic Support Ratio

= Economic support ratio derived from NTA
indicates an earlier starting date (2002) of
the Demographic Dividend
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Implications of COVID-19 for Key Drivers of Demographic Dividend

Unhealthy labor force and bearing on health systems and public finances;
Disruption to education and erosion of human capital;

Job losses and reduced working hours, worsening gender inequality and rising
unemployment for women;

Weakening of foreign and domestic demand, contraction in trade and FDI.
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Population Dynamics and Sustainable Development
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A-Domestic Savings and Capital Formation in
West Africa (Gross: % of GDP)
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C-Unemployed and Vulnerable Jobs in West
Africa, 2000-16 (Percent of labour force)
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A. Economic Sustainability

B-Progress towards Achieving SDG9 in West

Africa, 2019
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D-Progress towards SDG 8 in West Africa, 2019
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High dependency ratio makes domestic
savings insufficient to finance investment in
innovation, infrastructure and structural
transformation

Therefore, West African countries are
making slow progress towards achieving
SDG 9

Utilization of working age population at full
capacity undermined by unemployment
and vulnerable job

Thus, more effort is needed to provide full
decent work, thereby reaching SDG 8
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A-Literacy rate, adult total (% of people aged 15
and above: 2010-2017)
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Social sustainability

B-Progress towards SDG 5 in West Africa, 2019
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C. Environmental sustainability

A-Fossil fuel energy consumption (% of total) B-Progress towards SDG 7 in West Africa, 2019
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C-Progress towards the Achievement of the SDG Index for West African Countries (2019)

Global SDG index shows that many
countries in West Africa are just halfway to
achieve SDGs (fig. C)
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Key findings and policy recommendations

B R Bl D EEEEEENEIeE www.uneca.org



Key findings and policy recommendations

 West African countries must accelerate investment in the four pillars spelled out by the African
Union road map to harness demographic dividend namely: Employment and Entrepreneurship;
Education and Skills Development; Health and Wellbeing (including family planning) and
Governance and Youth Empowerment.

« Country to make the Prospective-Planning-Programming-Budgeting-Monitoring and Evaluation
(PPPBSE) chain sensitive to the pillars of the Demographic Dividend.

« Countries to accelerate the demographic transition by encouraging family planning, women's
empowerment, and secondary education for young girls to prevent them from early marriage

and pregnancy.

« |dentify policy actions targeted at the category of the youth population. Engage in the
production of knowledge about the adolescent category due to their size and growth prospects

B R Bl D EEEEEENEIeE www.uneca.org



deas
c)rrcglperous
Rfrlca %

ENEEEET NN NN

THANK YOU!
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